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Tasmania’s future will be closely tied to our ability to stay connected 

with each other and to a fast-paced world.  

Telecommunications infrastructure will be to the 21st Century what 

the dams, poles and wires of the Hydro were to the 20th.  

With the rollout of the National Broadband Network (NBN), 

Tasmania is taking a giant leap into a digital future and, under Labor, 

Tasmania is well placed to grasp this opportunity. 

The NBN is not just about faster internet but the real benefits that 

will come as our community connects to the network and to each 

other. 

The NBN will enable the development of new ways of delivering 

heath, education, government, community and business services.   

Labor’s vision of making Tasmania the most connected place on the 

planet will be realised within the next four years.  This year and next 

will see more and more digital services spreading across our state. 

It is critical that this transformation is managed from a whole of 

government and whole of state perspective.  Importantly it also 

requires strategic partnerships with the Information Communication 

and Technology (ICT) industry and research organisations.  

Labor is committed to creating new generation jobs and new 

generation industries through investing in innovation, science and 

digital technology. 

The NBN will provide the essential connection for Tasmania’s 

knowledge businesses that rely on modern telecommunications to 

take their products and their ideas to the world.  

Through both the Australian and Tasmanian Governments, Labor’s 

investment in telecommunications infrastructure will attract new 

information based industries to Tasmania and become a testbed for 
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cutting edge technologies.  

Through the NBN rollout, Labor is breaking down the social and 

economic barriers that exist between urban, regional and rural 

areas. We are identifying ways that digital technology can help to 

achieve equity in the standards of health care, education, and 

business services that all Tasmanians receive.  

Labor is ensuring that digital technology can improve the delivery of 

government services, enhance our transport networks, better 

manage our natural resources and energy needs, contribute to 

climate change mitigation and enhance the experience tourists have 

while visiting our state. 

Labor will ensure that digital technology is used as a major enabler 

to connect Tasmanians as a community and drive the growth of the 

Tasmanian economy.  

The rollout of the NBN will also require that a new generation 

approach to government is created – one which is based on modern 

requirements for services and information built on the NBN.  

 Tasmania is ideal for such a new approach to become a reality.   

Labor will open the door and ensure that the best ideas are 

available to build a more efficient, effective and open public sector 

for the 21st Century. 

Four years ago Labor was criticised for its plans to develop 

broadband. At that time, the Howard Government was taking 

Australia backwards in this area.   

Now Tasmania is playing a crucial part in helping start the rollout of 

the NBN. We are ideally placed to attract the best in this field to help 

us. This is because Labor understands we have an important 

opportunity to maximise the NBN when it arrives. 
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WHAT LABOR WILL DO: 

Labor will establish an Integrated Approach to Information 
Technology 

To ensure that there is a clear and coordinated policy approach that 

engages with the ICT industry and stakeholders, Labor will: 

 create a Minister for Innovation, Science and Information 

Technology; 

 develop a broad digital strategic plan for the next term of 

government which will maximise the once off opportunity to 

value add the building of the NBN; and 

 work closely with: the Australian and state governments, 

local councils; the ICT and other industries; the health, 

education, academic and research sectors; digital content 

creators; and the community sector. 

 

To ensure Tasmania is ready to take early advantage of the NBN, 

Labor will commit targeted funding of $1 million to a capital 

development fund to maximise the health, education, social and 

economic opportunities that may arise as part of the rollout of the 

NBN. 

This fund will attract innovative ideas and solutions from the ICT 

industry, the business community and those experts who best 

understand the social and economic opportunities and challenges 

the state may encounter.  
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Labor will commit $500,000 to establish a ‘Digital Pavilion’ 

experience centre in partnership with the ICT industry.  This will 

become a high-profile demonstration site for the NBN nationally and 

will provide the community with an insight into our digital future.  It 

will provide a practical focal point for Tasmanians to experience the 

NBN and increase their awareness of the NBN rollout.   

 

Labor will commit $1 million for the establishment of a Virtual In-

Home Health Care demonstration trial. This will include a 

demonstration of in-home patient devices that use video conference 

interfaces linked to a digital triage centre staffed by trained 

clinicians. 
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Labor will commit a $1 million to a Connected Classrooms project. 

This project will allow classrooms across the state to connect to each 

other through the NBN. This will allow a range of ‘guest’ educators 

to deliver content into and across these connected schools. The 

project will also demonstrate how increased broadband capacity can 

extend these learning experiences into the home and ultimately 

enable anyone anywhere, anytime, to learn using mobile devices. 

 

Labor will commit $1 million to deploy a small scale SmartGrid trial. 

It will investigate the links between the NBN and more sustainable 

energy management and utilisation practices.  The project will build 

a platform for many more SmartGrid initiatives by working with the 

ICT industries and research organisations.  
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Labor will provide a further $350,000 to extend the Wireless 

Waterfront initiative. 

This will provide opportunities to trial digital technology for a wide 

range of uses: including the creation of new media, museum and art 

galleries, as well as next generation tourism information services 

and use in the education and business sectors. 

Labor will also begin work on the extension of the Wireless footprint 

to the Hobart CBD and to other CBDs.  

 This is the start of Labor’s vision to offer wireless connection in all 

major CBDs and tourist towns to take competitive 

telecommunications to every corner of this State.  

 

Labor will develop a Digital Futures Plan to realise Tasmania’s first 

user and first mover advantage. This will drive a vision of social and 

economic transformation through the NBN. It will draw on a range 

of national and international strategies and world’s best practice 

case studies.  
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The Digital Futures Plan will outline a five-year government and 

social transformation. This will lead us on how to invest in, and 

subsequently utilise, the NBN.  

The Digital Futures Plan will be framed to capitalise on Tasmania’s 

unique position of being the first place in Australia to implement the 

NBN. 

 

In support of the Digital Futures Plan, Labor will establish a Digital 

Futures Advisory Council to guide the focus of the plan. This council 

will be comprised of national and international digital experts.  

 

In addition to the Digital Futures Plan, Labor will also work closely 

with industry to develop a Digital Economy Industry Development 

Strategy (DEIDS). This will develop the capacity of digital industries in 

the state and drive digital industries and technology as an economic 

enabler across all sectors.  

The DEIDS includes an industry-oriented investment attraction 

component to ensure that Tasmania gains access to global skills, 

capabilities and capital. The DEIDS provides industry support to the 

Digital Futures Strategy to facilitate a collaborative government and 
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industry approach to maximising opportunities arising from the 

NBN. 

 

Labor is fully committed to maximising the involvement of the 

academic and scientific sectors.  This will include: 

 involvement in projects such as the TECC and the CSIRO ICT 

Centre; 

 working with CSIRO and the Australian  Government to 

maximise the ongoing benefits already established by the 

CSIRO ICT Centre in Hobart; and 

 working with the University and Australian Computer Society 

to ensure there is a maximised number of graduates and 

research which are adding value to NBN related projects 

 

WHAT LABOR IS DOING ALREADY: 

Telecommunications Infrastructure  

Labor has pursued an aggressive agenda in improving 

telecommunications infrastructure in Tasmania. 

Labor purchased, extended and commercialised the state-wide fibre 

backbone spreading some 420 kilometres in length, stretching from 

Hobart in the south to George Town in the north and across to Port 

Latta on the Northwest Coast. 
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Labor linked the on-island optic fibre backbone to the mainland of 

Australia via Basslink cable. 

It was Labor who delivered true telecommunications’ competition to 

Tasmania and lowered telecommunication prices. Wholesale 

backhaul prices have fallen by over 80 per cent and new Internet 

Service Providers are delivering better services. 

Under Labor, a leading-edge $3 million Fibre to the Premise (FTTP) 

trial was implemented.  The Tasmanian Collaborative Optical 

Leading Testbed (TasCOLT) was a commercial trial of a world-class 

ultra-broadband FTTP communication network based in three areas 

across Tasmania.  

From the learnings of the TasCOLT trial, Labor submitted an 

ambitious and far reaching FTTP proposal to the Australian 

Government’s NBN project.  

On the back of this proposal, Tasmania was selected by the 

Australian Government as the first jurisdiction to commence the 

NBN rollout. 

Under Labor, the construction of the NBN in Tasmania is already 

underway and it is expected that the first services will be available 

by mid-2010 for the first three towns in the rollout: Smithton, 

Scottsdale and Midway Point 

Supporting the IT Industry  

It is not only in telecommunications infrastructure that Labor has 

made significant contributions.   

Labor has understood the potential of high speed 

telecommunications and is committed to capturing those 

opportunities for the Tasmanian community. 

Labor has partnered with the industry to: 
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 promote and raise awareness of the benefits of the NBN 

 support research, workplace and skills development within 

the IT industry  

 support IT developments that provide benefits to Tasmanian 

businesses and the wider Tasmanian community 

 

Initiatives implemented under Labor include: 

 $1.6 million to the Tasmanian Electronic Chamber of 

Commerce, in partnership with the University of Tasmania 

 $1 million to the Tasmanian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, the Small Business Council of Tasmania, the 

Tourism Industry Council and the Tasmanian Farmers and 

Graziers Association to promote the NBN and build capacity 

within their membership 

 $178,000 to support the Wireless Waterfront trial for 18 

months, which leveraged investment in excess of $1 million 

and 

 announced the development of a Tasmanian Data Centre 

Investment Strategy. 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 

Initiatives Costings 

 Digital Futures Development 

Fund 

$1 million 

Digital Pavilion $500,000 

Virtual in Home Health Care $1 million 

Connected Classrooms $1 million 

Smart Grid $1 million 

Wireless Tasmania $350,000 

TOTAL  $4.85 million 

 


